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SEAYLP in Chicago: Southeast Asia Youth Leadership Program participants experienced a rare balmy November
day in Chicago on Saturday, Nov. 28, during a day trip to the city. Here, they stop by the Shedd Aquarium for a
group photo. (CSEAS photo)
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►SEAYLP program kicks off with luncheon at NIU, trip to Chicago
Vietnamese students perform traditional dance at
SEAYLP luncheon at NIU. (Photo by Wade Duerkes /
Media Services)

High school students from
Brunei, Cambodia, Malaysia,
Singapore, and Vietnam, along
with their adult chaperones,
were officially welcomed to
NIU and the Southeast Asian
Youth Leadership Program at a
luncheon Nov. 25 in the Sky
Room at the Holmes Student
Center. After lunch, each group
of students introduced their respective country with song, dance, and multimedia
presentations. Late in the day, the students and chaperones moved in with the local host
families with whom they will stay during the rest of their time at NIU. After spending
the Thanksgiving holiday with their host families, the entire group reconvened
Saturday, Nov. 28, for a day trip to Chicago. They visited the Art Institute, the Chicago
Cultural Center, and the Sears Tower observation deck where ‚they took copious
pictures on the ledges that hang out over the city,‛ reported SEAYLP grad assistant
Maria ‚Rai‛ Hancock. Back at NIU on Sunday, the group spent five hours in a workshop
entitled ‚Theater and the Arts as Tools for Civic Engagement.‛ For the next eight days,
the group will participate in a variety of workshops and briefings on effective
communication, community involvement, and leadership skills. They also will travel to
Evanston Township High School where they will meet with students involved in
volunteer service projects. After their time in DeKalb, the group will go to Washington,
D.C., for five days of workshops before departing for their home countries.
►See the fall 2009 Mandala online
New grants, faculty news, visiting scholars, tourist art on display,
more exchange students, summer study opportunities, and more:
There’s much to read about in the latest issue of the center’s
newsletter, The Mandala. See it online on the center Web site.

►German team to consult on Malay dictionary project
Over the Thanksgiving holiday, center director Jim Collins was in Frankfurt, Germany,
to meet with Professor Arndt Graf, new director of the Seminar fuer

Suedostasienwissenschaften at Goethe-Universitaet, the major state university in the
state of Hessen. The Southeast Asian studies program at Goethe-Universitaet is one of
the oldest in Germany and dates to about the time NIU started its Southeast Asian
program in 1963. Among the topics discussed were student exchange, joint workshops
and conferences as well as shared library resources. Collins and Graf later met with
former seminar director Bernd Nothofer and Hedy Holzworth, an Indonesian who has
been doing Malay-German translations, in a three-hour working session to discuss
collaboration between NIU's online Malay dictionary project and the seminar's MalayGerman dictionary project. Plans are being made to include members of the German
team in the initial training sessions for the CSEAS project next January.
►Center publishes last issue of Crossroads journal
The final issue of the center’s journal, Crossroads: An
Interdisciplinary Journal of Southeast Asian Studies, Vol. 19.2, a
theme issue on Southeast Asian diasporas edited by Nathalie
Huynh Chau Nguyen, is in print. A limited number of copies will
be for sale after subscriptions are filled. As the center winds down
its Southeast Asia Publications program before its official closure
on Jan. 15, it is selling out its inventory of books and back copies
of Crossroads volumes to individuals at 20 percent off list price
(excluding shipping). See the SEAP page on the center website for
titles and ordering information or contact the center at 815-7531981. Northern Illinois University Press will publish a new Southeast Asia monograph
series under a joint imprint with the center in 2010.
►Papers sought for SEA Club’s spring student conference
Abstracts are being accepted from both undergraduate and graduate students for the
Southeast Asia Club’s spring conference and culture night, set for March 19–20. The
conference will explore gender roles, sex, and violence in modern-day and historical
Southeast Asia. The keynote speaker will be Barbara Watson Andaya, director of the
Center for Southeast Asian Studies at the University of Hawai’i-Manoa and most
recently the author of The Flaming Womb: Repositioning Women in Early Modern Southeast
Asia (University of Hawaii Press, 2008). Abstract deadline is Dec. 31; final drafts are
due Feb. 10. There is a $100 prize for best undergraduate paper and a $250 award for
best graduate paper. E-mail inquiries and abstracts to conference coordinator Matthew
Jagel at Reebok74@comcast.net or call 630-709-3999.
►International Ramayana Conference call for papers
Scholars are invited to submit presentation proposals by Dec. 31 for next year’s Third
International Ramayana Conference. The two-day event, co-sponsored by CSEAS, the
Center for South Asian and Middle Eastern Studies at the University of Illinois, and the
International Ramayana Institute of North America, is set for Sept. 17–19, 2010 at NIU’s

Naperville campus. The conference will include presentations and a Ramayana-based
teacher workshop. For details, see the conference website.
►Study abroad in Southeast Asia through NIU
 History and Culture of Malaysia, May 9–28, Kuala Lumpur: Three-week
program led by assistant history professor Eric Jones and beginning in Kuala
Lumpur. Students will visit nature reserves (orangutans and proboscis
monkeys), historical sites, religious centers, and rural areas throughout Malaysia
and Brunei, where they will interact with the region’s ethnically and religiously
diverse populations. Three credit hours. Open to graduate and undergraduate
students. Application deadline: March 1. Contact the NIU Study Abroad Office,
417 Williston Hall; call 815-753-0304 or e-mail niuabroad@niu.edu.
 Cambodia Field School, July 15–Aug. 15, Phnom Penh: Four-week
ethnographic field school led by anthropology professor Judy Ledgerwood.
Students will study Cambodian culture, religion, and various field-study
methods, including surveys, interviews, and participant observation. A
collaborative project with the Royal University of Fine Arts in Phnom Penh.
Advanced undergraduate students or graduate students may apply.
Applications will be available at NIU Study Abroad Office by end of fall
semester. For details, contact Ledgerwood at 815-753-0246 or jledgerw@niu.edu.
►USOAR proposal deadline approaches
Proposals for the NIU Committee on the Undergraduate Academic Environment’s 2010–
11 USOAR (Undergraduate Special Opportunities in Artistry and Research) awards are
due Wednesday, Dec. 2. The USOAR program gives up to $2,500 to individual students
for independent artistry or research projects under the guidance of an NIU faculty or
staff member. In 2009–10, NIU students Shay Galto and Ryan Beebe received USOAR
funding to work with history professor J. D. Bowers on his project, ‚The Transmission of
Oral History after the Khmer Rouge Regime.‛ Projects must be completed between
March 1, 2010, and Feb. 28, 2011. Contact Julia Spears at 815-753-8152 or
jspears1@niu.edu.
►Grad student conference at UIC: ‘Peace’ and ‘war’ in the 21st century
The Institute for the Humanities at the University of Illinois-Chicago is hosting an
interdisciplinary conference for graduate students April 16 on the topic of defining and
conceptualizing ‘peace’ and ‘war’ in the 21st century. Keynote speaker will be Michael Allen,
assistant history professor at Northwestern University. He will present insights from his most
recent book, Until the Last Man Comes Home: POWs, MIAs, and the Unending Vietnam War
(University of North Caroline Press, 2009). The one-day conference is intended to give graduate
students the opportunity to present individual papers from their own research. Abstract
deadline: Dec. 1. Send to Mark Bennett at mbenne2@uic.edu.
►Calls for papers









Cornell Southeast Asia Program 12th Southeast Asian Studies Graduate
Conference, March 12–14, Cornell University, Ithaca, New York. Keynote
speaker: Cornell historian Eric Tagliacozzo, director of the Cornell Modern
Indonesia Project and author of Secret Trades, Porous Borders: Smuggling and States
Along a Southeast Asian Frontier. Limited number of travel grants available.
Submission deadline for papers: Jan. 10. For details, see conference Web site.
Hmong Global Identities in the 21st Century, April 9–11, St. Paul, Minn. Third
International Conference, sponsored by the Center for Hmong Studies at
Concordia University-St. Paul. Panel proposals due Dec. 31; completed papers
due Feb. 26. Contact: Lee Pao Xiong by phone at 651-641-8870; e-mail
xiong@csp.edu.
The Obama Presidency: The Dynamic between the U.S. and China in the
Context of Southeast Asia, July 6–8, Ubon Ratchathani University, Thailand.
Submission deadline: Dec. 18. See conference Web site.
Third International Conference on Lao Studies, July 14–16, Khon Kaen
University, Khon Kaen, Thailand. Presented by the Center for Research on
Plurality in the Mekong Region, Khon Kaen University, and the Center for Lao
Studies, San Francisco. Abstracts due: Jan. 31. For details, see the conference
Web site. Optional Lao study tour program is also planned; details forthcoming.

►Area Southeast Asia cultural events
 The Indonesian Consulate in Chicago offers free Balinese and Javanese dance
and gamelan classes on weekends. For details, see the consulate Web site.
If you are a person with a disability who may need additional assistance at any center-sponsored
event, please contact office manager Nancy Schuneman at 815-753-1771 or nschunem@niu.edu.
If you no longer wish to receive this bulletin, please reply to this e-mail with a request to have
your name removed. Thank you.
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